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Dvar Yerushalayim is one of the first yeshivot to cater to 
Jewish students just beginning their careers in Torah learning 

We offer carefully graded courses for students without a background in Jewish learning, and also for more 
advanced students who want to improve their skills in independent study. Our gifted and sensitive teachers 
respect the individuality of each student. Our student body is an intellectually alert Ingathering of the Exiles, 
drawn from colleges in many countries. The broadening of each student's awareness of Diaspora and Israeli 
lifestyles is a worthwhile learning experience. Interested students are trained for active participation in the 
Academy's community education projects. 

Special Features: Classes in English, Hebrew, Russian, German, French; individually-tailored curricula; 
training in independent study; academic and personal counseling; part-time and summer courses; Kollel and 
Research Department; recognized Ulpan; audio-visual aids; tours of historic sites; and college credits. We 
have a special one-year program, accredited by Touro and other U.S. colleges, for post high school graduates 
and post 6th Formers. 

Tuition, including dorm and meals, is $800.00 / �  450 per month. Scholarships are available. 

Yeshiva Calendar 2007 – 2008 
 

Term From Date  To Date 

Winter 2007–2008 October 14th, 2007 April 14th, 2008 

Summer Term 2008 May 6th , 2008 August 16th, 2008 

Summer Course 2008 July 9th 2008 October 9th 2008 

Fall 2008 September 1st 2008 October 9th 2008 

Winter 2008–2009 October 30th 2008 April 26th 2009 

Curriculum: Leading to a Diploma in Jewish Studies after a one-year course. 

�  Jewish Ethics, Philosophy & Mysticism: Selections from Rambam, Chovot Halevovot, Kuzari, Maharal, 
Mesilat�Yesharim, Derech Hashem, Michtav MeEliyahu, Chassidut, Tanya, Rabbi Zadok, General questions of 
Philosophy�and Modern problems 

�  Prayers: Tefilla of Weekdays, Shabbat, and Festivals, and Leading Synagogue Services 
�  Chumash: Chumash with Rashi, Ramban, and Rav Hirsch 
�  Tanach: The Five Megillot, Psalms, Prophets 
�  Mishna: Avot, Selections from Seder Moed, Shevi’is 
�  Talmud: Succah, Daf Yomi, Chulin 
�  Practical Halacha: The Laws of Shabbat, Festivals, Human Relationships, Kashrus, and Shevi’is 
�  Modern Hebrew: Ulpan at three levels 
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The Ark and The Tent 

 

Noach and Avraham 

Yeshivat Dvar Yerushalayim represents the difference in principle, if not in actuality, between Noach and 
Avraham. 

In the corrupt generation of the Deluge, Noach walked with G-d ������� �	
������� (Bereshit 6:9). He saved 
himself and his family whilst everyone else drowned. In a morass of immorality, he was able to protect 
himself in a tightly-sealed ark filled with light 
��������
������ , but was not able to save others. 

Avraham walked in front of G-d ��� ���
� 	
����� Bereshit 17:1); he went out to the idolaters and the corrupt 
nations and “called upon the name of G-d.” This was symbolized by the Tent of Avraham, which had a door 
on every side, open for all. The Ark, on the other hand, needed to be closed and secure� 

Similarly, the majority of yeshivot fulfill the important task of keeping our youth close to Torah and away 
from the negative influences of the secular environment. We must have a solid basis of Noach before we can 
progress to Avraham. We must be able to protect those who have been bought up in the light of Torah from 
childhood, and see that they remain pure and protected from the weakening influences of a permissive and 
atheistic society� 

At the same time, we must not forget that the People of Israel were created to become a Kingdom of Priests 
(Shemot 19:6). It is our duty to concern ourselves with those who are drowning. We must have yeshivot that 
prevent the impurity of the environment from entering into the minds and hearts of our children. But we 
must also have yeshivot that attract and encourage those who are in danger of becoming lost entirely to any 
Jewish identity, to find their way back. Avraham Avinu kindled a light in front of G-d, a fire that warmed 
him, but was able at the same time to bring the warmth and the light of His Teaching to those who were still 
out in the cold darkness� 

Yeshiva or Academy �  

The majority of Jewish youth today is over-satiated at an early age with materialism, and seeks spiritual 
meaning in life. Therefore, there must be a place of warmth and light that will be open to receive them as 
they are and gradually bring them back to intellectual, emotional, and practical involvement with the perfect 
program of life — the Torah —– revealed to us by our Creator� 

This is the program of Yeshivat Dvar Yerushalayim, The Jerusalem Academy of Jewish Studies. We 
purposely keep two names. The barrier today is so great that most of the “outsiders” who are out in the cold, 
when they hear the word “yeshiva,” immediately identify it with the concept of the Ark, which is closed to 
them. In order that they can find their way over the threshold, we are also called The Jerusalem Academy of 
Jewish Studies� 
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Individual Approach 
Following the maxim “Educate the young according to his path,” our Yeshiva offers a wide range of Torah 
subjects, and each student is given a course of study which suits his character, interests, knowledge, and 
abilities. As a former student wrote: “For me, at least, it is its flexible character which is truly outstanding. 
One joins others in a study of something important and relevant, rather than getting enlisted in an army or a 
monastic order. The teachers are quite diverse and so are the students.” 

“Unity in diversity” could well be the motto of Dvar Yerushalayim, which lets the individual searching for 
wisdom follow his own personal route. The Yeshiva helps the student rediscover the wealth of our legacy, 
and to extend it beyond the confines of the private quarters, well into the awesome challenge of building a 
tolerant society that reflects an enlightened loyalty to the Commandments. 

The wider student body of Dvar Yerushalayim includes Kollel members and advanced students who learn as 
chavrutas with the students� The International Beginners Program creates an opportunity for kiruv activities, 
challenging interaction and broadening one’s outlook. There is an optional training course in kiruv. 

When someone first arrives at the Yeshiva in search of his roots, he has often reached the last point in a long 
journey. At Dvar Yerushalayim, the doors are open, the pressure is off, and it is possible to begin to find 
oneself again, to rebuild a new world out of the shattered remains of values and expectations which have 
become bankrupt� 

There are those who stay a week, a month, a year. Each one passes through this institution which offers him 
a personal refuge, a willing ear for his problems, a second chance to learn the teachings of a Jewish tradition 
which speaks both to man’s soul and his social situation. The changes which a few months of real growth 
bring about are remarkable. The person who emerges from the Yeshiva does so with renewed vigor and a 
new understanding of his Jewish identity, and finds his self-fulfillment� 

The Souls of the “Baalei Teshuva” 

Why do we find today that, so often, a young person from a totally assimilated background comes to a 
yeshiva and, after a very short time, the Torah is something that comes naturally to him? We are often 
amazed by our own students: although they have had no background, they have a love for Torah. Where 
does this come from? 

I heard from the Ponevezer Rav, ���
 , that in the Holocaust over a million Jewish children were killed. What 
happened to the souls of those children? Most of them were born and reared in very religious families. Those 
neshomas are hovering in the atmosphere, and they are waiting for young Jews who are ready to continue 
the holiness which was placed into them from birth, and which they had for the first few years of their lives. 
Thus, we see many of the young people have such a natural love for Torah, that it is like watching a constant 
miracle. 

We hope the time will come when this miracle will cover the whole of our people, and we will participate in 
a spiritual return involving the youth in Eretz Yisrael, as well as young Jews who come from the East and 
West. It is not just we, the People of Israel, who wait for the Moshiach; the Moshiach is waiting for the 
youth of Jewry to return to G-d, and then the final Redemption will come, 

��������	���  
 



 �

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jerusalem Academy of Jewish Studies 
Mr. Dov Horovitz Executive Director 

��� Katznellenbogen Street  
PO Box 5454, Jerusalem, Israel, 93871 

Phone: (02) 652-2817, Fax: (02)652-2827 
Email: dvar@dvar.org.il, www.dvar.org.il 

Israel Tax Exempt # 58-000-553-6 
Cantor Sidney Selig, Co-Chairman 

14 Jabotinsky, Jerusalem, Israel 
Phone: (02) 563-9013 

Jerusalem Academy Trust 
Mr. A Maslo, Chairman 

 1007 Finchley Rd.  
London, NW11 7HB 
Tel: (0208)458-8563 

Or 
Mr. B. Cohen, Chairman 

30 Roston Rd.  
Salford, M7 4FS. Manchester 
UK Tax Exempt No. 262716 

Canadian Friends of Dvar Yerushalayim 
C/O Mr. Chaim Beliak 

 25�Collinson Blvd.  
Toronto, Ontario M3H 3C1 

Phone: (416) 630-7337 
Tax Exemption #  0608190-21-13 

American Friends of The Jerusalem Academy  
Mr Jay Knopf, President 
 ���  Wilmerding Ave.  

Teaneck, New Jersey ����� -����  
Phone: (212)357-0500     Fax: 357-1883   

Tax Exempt Number: USA: 23-7179135 

South African Friends of The 
Jerusalem Academy 

Mr. N. Coblenz 
P.O.Box 27893 
Johannesburg 

Tel: (11) 442-3041 
Or: (11) 440-4066 

Schweitzer Freunde der 
Yeshivat Dvar Yerushalayim 

Mr. R. Guggenheim 
Lavater str 59  
8002 Zurich 

Tel: (01) 202-4774 
Fax: (01) 201-9707 

France- Les Amis de 
Dvar Yerushalayim 

Rabbi J. Levy 
1 rue Weinhar 

67000 Strasbourg, France 
Tel: (088) 35157 

Australian Friends of 
Jerusalem Academy 

Mr. Leon Shapiro 
294 Glen Eira Rd. 
Elsternwick 3185, 

Melbourne, Australia 
Tel: (088) 35157 

SPONSORSHIPS 
 

Scholarships 
Full--------------------------------------------- $7,000 
Part--------------------------------------------- $1,800 
Membership -------------------------------------$500 
Publication of Books--------------$300 – $10,000 
Kollel for training Rabbis, educators, 
student counselors, and advanced 
research ------------------------------------ $100,000 
Distant Teaching Project (Internet) ------$������  

Sponsorships 
Founder------------------------------------------- $1,800 
Trustee------------------------------------------- $10,000 
Netziv Yom -------------------------------------- $3,600 
Memorial Plaque -------------------------------- $1,000 
Kaddish and Mishnah -----------------------------$500 
Annual Banquet / Journal Sponsor ----------- $5,000 
Adverts -------------------------------------$72 – $3000 

DEDICATIONS 
 

Beth Midrash - Synagogue 
Entrance Windows ------------------- $1,000,000 
Frankfurt House � in commemoration 
of the Frankfurt Jewish Community) $500,000 
Dining Room ---------------------------- $500,000 
Auditorium and Seminar Center------ $750,000 
Audio/Visual and Computer Center - $300,000  

Kitchen ---------------------------------------$200,000 
Administrative Wing -----------------------$200,000 
One Room------------------------------------- $15,000 
Apartments for Staff, Married 
Students, Visitors, and 
Seminar Participants------------------------$150,000 
Sports Room in Bomb Shelter ------------$100,000 
Partial Dedications available 

Payment can be made via our online donation form at www.dvar.org.il/donations.htm  



 �

HaRav Aryeh Carmell,  ����  

By his son, Rav Avraham Chaim Carmell 

It is with no small measure of hesitation that I pick up my pen to write an appreciation of my dear father, 
hareini kaparas mishkavo. He always shied away from publicity, preferring to remain on the sidelines, 
allowing others to take the credit for the many successful projects in which he was involved. This stemmed 
in part from the realization that publicity can detract from the lishmah, the purity of intent, of one’s actions. 
To a large extent, this was due to the fact that he did not consider himself worthy of special credit. Whatever 
he did was out of a sense of duty to use the resources, his keilim — as Rav Dessler, zt”l  — called them, to 
help others both spiritually and physically. 

A year and a half ago my father was sitting with my family for a Yom Tov meal. “I found something today 
that is important for our family to know,” he announced to his grandchildren. He then pointed to the 
epilogue at the end of Perek Shirah. It relates a story about an Amora, a talmid of Reb Chanina ben Dosa, 
who fasted and prayed many days to understand one line in Perek Shirah. A malach appeared to him and 
said that this secret has not been revealed since it was told to Chabakuk Hanavi. “However, since you are the 
student of a great man, I will reveal it to you.” 

My father continued, “We see from here that in Shamayim they attach importance to the fact that someone 
was the talmid of a great man. You have a zeide who was zocheh to be the talmid of an adam gadol.” 

It struck me as remarkable how, after almost seventy years of far-reaching achievements, my father still felt 
a need for reassurance that, as a student of a great man, he merited recognition in the eyes of Chazal. This 
humility and self-effacement is just one of the traits that he inherited from his great Rebbe, Rav Dessler, who 
writes with surprise about what he himself achieved (See Michtav MeEliyahu Vol. 1 introduction). So would 
he have wanted me to write about him?  

I recall the way he would explain the Mishna in Avos (4:17): “There are three crowns: the crown of Torah, 
the crown of kehuna (the priesthood of Aharon and his descendents), and the crown of malchus (royalty); 
but the crown of shem tov, a good name, rises above them all.” 

The obvious question is that there seems to be four crowns if one includes shem tov. My father would quote 
the Maharal, who writes that the three crowns are worn by the person himself. He personally represents the 
elevated status of a person enriched with Torah knowledge, the refined character of a scion of Aharon, or the 
respect due to one entrusted with the responsibility of a sovereign. The crown of a good name does not 
reside with the person himself; it rests with those who are impressed by the actions of a bearer of the first 
three crowns. 

What is the significance of a good name? We are not out to impress people. My father would explain that a 
shem tov is acquired when one’s deeds inspire others to do likewise. It “rises above them all” because it adds 
an entirely new dimension to the person’s achievements. He has not only done a good deed; he has sown 
seeds of goodness that will multiply and make the world a better place. 

My father carried, at least in a figurative way, all three crowns. With this in mind, I shall try to record some 
aspects of his multi-faceted life that can serve as an inspiration to both those who knew him personally, and 
those who did not. Since he directed his energies to helping others improve the spiritual value of their lives, I 
hope that this shem tov will be a continuation of his life’s goal and a source of nachas to his neshamah. 

The Crown of Torah 
Nowadays, we usually associate the crown of Torah with those that are fortunate enough to learn full time in 
kollel or yeshiva. Until moving to Eretz Yisrael, my father had no opportunity for either. Rav Dessler, zt”l , 
had succeeded in persuading my grandparents to send their only son to study in one of the great European 
yeshivos. However, a bout of serious illness (followed by almost a year of recuperating in Davos, 
Switzerland) and the advent of World War II put an end to those plans. 

My father’s first mentors were learned baalei batim of the Adas Yisrael Congregation in Green Lanes, North 
London. His family actually was of Chassidic stock. However, a close acquaintance had shared with him a 
piece of advice he received from his Rebbe before immigrating to England: “The fundamentals of 
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Yiddishkeit are Shabbos, adherence to halacha, and chinuch. Seek out a kehilla that is strong in these areas 
and join them.” My grandfather took these words to heart and, after my father was born, he left the Trisker 
shtiebel to join the Adas Yisrael Congregation led by Rabbi Dr. Avigdor Shonfeld, zt”l . This was comprised 
of German emigrants who lived by the ideals of Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch, zt”l  and, as my grandfather 
noted, were successful in transmitting their dedication to Torah and mitzvos to the younger generation. 

When my father was sixteen, my grandfather engaged Rav Dessler — who was then serving as the Rav of a 
small shul in the East End of London — to teach him in-depth Gemara. For my father, this was a unique 
opportunity to develop an intimate connection with someone who truly carried the crown of Torah. Rav 
Dessler’s greatness in Torah knowledge and exemplary character, together with his constant striving for 
greater perfection, represented a totally new dimension of a Torah personality: not only must Torah ideas 
reign supreme, but in-depth Torah study must also dominate a Jew’s life. As the Rambam writes, to acquire 
the crown of Torah one must make Torah study his primary occupation and earning a living secondary. 

After his marriage in 1947, my father would put in a full morning seder before going to his office for a few 
hours in the afternoon. He learnt together with Dayan Aryeh Leib Grossnass, zt”l . For a while, he also learnt 
with Rav Wasserman, zt”l  (a talmid of the Chazon Ish) whom my father was instrumental in bringing to 
England as the Rav of the Grove Lane shul.  

In the evenings he gave shiurim in his home, and was involved in extensive work in kiruv and chinuch. In 
this lifestyle, he was following the example of Rav Dessler’s family as described in the introduction to Strive 
for Truth! (Vol. I, p. 10). 

He continued to admire the Kiddush Hashem created by the lawyer, professor, or company director who was 
a shomer Torah and mitzvos in the Hirschian ideal. However, he was a very realistic person and realized that 
the likelihood of attaining greatness in Torah whilst pursuing a university degree was small. For this reason, 
beyond hiring private tutors to ensure that whatever secular studies we did in school were done well, he sent 
us off to full-time yeshiva at fourteen or fifteen. It was a foregone conclusion that we would strive to take up 
positions in the world of chinuch and Torah. 

In the early fifties, my father began giving a shiur in English at his home on Shabbos afternoons for young 
adults who had no other learning program. What began as a one-hour Chumash shiur developed into a twice 
weekly Gemara shiur. The Shabbos afternoon shiur was followed by Mincha and Shalos Seudos for at least 
twenty people, with divrei Torah and lively singing. Former talmidim recall how he would go to great length 
to ensure that out-of-town engagements did not interfere with the shiur. 

His method of teaching Gemara was to make the sugya come to life. He would give each Tana or Amora a 
historical and geographic setting, sometimes adding an anecdote from the Gemara to show that these were 
real people, not just names. After presenting the Gemara’s question, he would ask members of the shiur to 
suggest an answer. He would then skillfully show how one suggestion was Abbaya’s opinion and another 
Rava’s and so on. This way even a newcomer could feel immediately connected to the experience of Gemara 
learning. 

This involvement with others did not detract from the attention he gave his own children. Before the 
Shabbos afternoon shiur, he would review with us what we had learned in school. He taught us Nach and 
dikduk and, after my Bar Mitzvah, began studying Ramban on the Chumash with me. He also hired a private 
tutor to supplement our studies with Mishnayos which we didn’t learn in school. 

On Sunday afternoons he would take the family out to Epping Forest. As we walked through the woods, he 
would point out to us the wonders of Hashem’s creations and tell us stories of Gedolim and Chassidim. 

On moving to Eretz Yisrael in 1972, my father began giving daily shiurim in Yeshivas Dvar Yerushalayim. 
The yeshiva had been established two years previously by an old colleague in the field of kiruv, Rabbi 
Boruch Horovitz, shlita, with my father’s assistance. 

He now published in book form the stenciled list of Gemara keywords he had prepared for his shiur in 
London. The printed edition, called Aiding Talmud Study, eventually grew to include some rules of Aramaic 
grammar, historical and geographic information on the Tana’im and Amora’im and a translation of Rav 
Shmuel Hanagid’s introduction to the Talmud. The small booklet has become an indispensable companion 
to most beginners in Gemara. 
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A baal habayis in England recently told one of my brothers that our father’s booklet had saved him in 
yeshiva. He was fifteen years old and was making no headway in understanding Gemara. He was ready to 
give up, when he came across a copy of “Aiding Talmud Study.” That gave him the clarity and confidence 
to persevere and he remained in yeshiva. 

In preparation for the shemittah year 5733/1973, my father began learning Yerushalmi Shevi’is together with 
Professor Leo Levi who taught optics in Machon Lev in Bayit Vegan. After learning for a few weeks with 
the standard mefarshim, they realized that they were concluding one sugya after another without gaining 
clarity. They decided they would go back to the beginning and they would not leave a sugya until they had 
worked out a coherent pshat. True to the dictum of Chazal, that toiling in Torah is guaranteed to produce 
results, they began gaining clarity. 

Professor Levi suggested that they record their conclusions, since they may prove helpful for others. And so 
the commentary Kav Venaki came into being. The name of the sefer, “A small but clear measure,” 
encapsulates my father’s capacity to present ideas in a clear and concise manner. The chavrusa was for only 
one and a half hours in the early morning and it took a full shemitta cycle before they published the first 
volume on Maseches Shevi’is. They continued to write on Terumos, Maasros, and Maaser Sheini. My father 
finished the final, third revision of Maaser Sheini shortly before he took ill last summer. The work is highly 
praised by people who study the Yerushalmi Daf Hayomi program (introduced by the Lev Simcha of Gur in 
1980.)  

The Crown of Kehuna 
The Gemara states that the crown of Priesthood is the legacy of Aharon and his sons. The Mishna in Avos, 
however, tells us that one can become a student of Aharon by emulating his ways: “love peace, pursue 
peace; love people and bring them close to Torah.” 
Avos deRabbi Nassan explains how Aharon Hakohen would make peace between enemies. He would tell 
each party that the other one had revealed to him that he really wanted to end the hostilities and create a 
friendship. Likewise he would visit a sinner, treating him as an equal, which would invariably make the 
person strive to mend his ways to meet Aharon’s opinion of him. 

My father would explain that Aharon wasn’t playing make-believe to achieve his goals. He was able to 
plumb the depths of a person’s heart and uncover the point at which he truly desired to be good and friendly. 

My father likewise attracted people to Yiddishkeit by displaying a genuine interest in each one as someone 
with great potential. He once reported a conversation he had with a man who defined himself as chiloni 
(non-religious). My father asked him, “Do you fast on Yom Kippur?” “Yes.” “Do you go to shul on 
Shabbos?” “Sometimes.” “Do you eat chametz on Pesach?” “Of course not!” My father said to him, “So you 
are dati. You keep mitzvos. You may have to learn to do more mitzvos, but don’t call yourself chiloni!” 

In his book “Masterplan” on the rationale behind the mitzvos, he relates the following episode: 

One of the first people he succeeded in making religious in the 1950s was a shoe store owner in North 
London. After a long process, the family had adopted many aspects of a Torah lifestyle – kashrus, tefillah, 
tefillin, etc. However, Shabbos presented an impasse. The man claimed that his main income came from 
Saturday shoppers when people get off from work early. If he closed on Shabbos, his clients would patronize 
other stores all week long. 

My father tried all means of persuasion to no avail. One day my father told him the following: “If you start 
keeping Shabbos you will become a member of an international club of Shabbos observers. This club has no 
president, no office or secretary. However, I can guarantee you that if you arrive anywhere in the world and 
need help you can go into any shul and say that you’re a shomer Shabbos and you will immediately find 
fellow Jews ready to help you.” 

Rav Dessler considered the power of imagination one of the most powerful tools in overcoming the yetzer 
hara. My father had managed to help this man over the hurdle of fear at losing his financial security by 
creating a new image of himself as a shomer Shabbos with new resources. 

The end of the story is that during this period, my father had been instrumental in setting up the British 
Shabbos Observance Bureau. A major achievement of that organization was to push through legislation that 



  

allowed Jews, who closed their stores on Saturday for religious reasons, to open on Sunday. As a result, the 
man’s income tripled, as he was the only store in the district open on Sunday! This man passed away 
recently, leaving behind three generations of bnei Torah! 

How does one develop a love of people like Aharon Hakohen? My father used to teach, as he had learned 
from Rav Dessler, that one achieves this goal by training oneself to be a giver. He would note that the initial 
reaction of the average person, when asked to do a favor, is to think of reasons why it is not possible or 
convenient right now. On second thought he says, “Perhaps I could make time, etc.” A person must train 
himself that his immediate impulse is a readiness to be of help. Only on a second consideration may he 
realize that it really isn’t possible right now. 

The Crown of Sovereignty 
A sovereign is someone who takes responsibility for the needs of the public. The ultimate King of Israel 
must descend from the Davidic line. However, Chazal tell us “man malchei? rabbanon “(Who are kings? 
The rabbis.)” The Gemara says that a Torah scholar must be involved in all the affairs of his town. His Torah 
knowledge enables him to evaluate all matters from the truth-perspective of the Torah. As a result, he is 
obliged to take responsibility to ensure that the affairs of the community are run in a Torah way. 

My father had a great sense of responsibility to do what was needed for the betterment of the individual and 
the community. He did not sit back and assume that others more worthy than he would take action. It was 
this sense of responsibility, together with a tremendous debt of gratitude, that fueled his constant 
involvement in propagating the teachings of his great Rebbe and mentor Rav Dessler, zt”l . For example: 

A bachur who had studied in Yeshivas Ponevez in Eretz Yisrael returned to England enthused with idea of 
the Yarchei Kallah that the Ponevezer Rav had instituted. He wished to bring the idea to England and had 
found the ideal location. Gateshead Yeshivah had just opened a brand-new beis medrash and dormitory 
facilities that would be an ideal place to bring young families for a few weeks of Torah study whilst the 
Yeshivah was on summer vacation. 

But how does a single bachur organize such a major undertaking? Someone suggested he contact my father 
“who knew how to get things done.” He wrote to my father putting forth his idea. My father wrote back that 
he had just that week had the same idea. After a few months of detailed planning together, my father 
traveled up to Gateshead and met the hanhalah of the yeshiva, who readily endorsed the suggestion. My 
father ran most of the secretarial work from his own private office and twenty families signed up for the first 
Yarchei Kallah in England to begin immediately after Tisha B’Av. 

A few days before Tisha B’Av, my father traveled up to Gateshead again to make sure everything had been 
prepared as discussed. Were there enough playpens for all the young families? 

The bachur has successfully continued running Yarchei Kallah programs up to the present day. Today, the 
summer Yarchei Kallah attracts 350 families and rents a college campus for the purpose. 

My father felt a sense of responsibility on an individual basis, too. A younger brother of mine recalls how, 
on many occasions, he would begin to argue with a taxi driver or storekeeper about the price to be paid. My 
father would tell him to stop. “Forget about the Shekalim. Remember, every time a non-religious Jew has an 
interaction with a Torah-Jew, it’s an opportunity to make a Kiddush Hashem. That should be what concerns 
you.” 

This clear-cut, positive outlook — that a life of Torah and mitzvos is the best thing possible —created the 
shem tov he has left behind. There are numerous people who, decades after having been introduced to the 
beauty of Torah by my father, zt”l , still ask themselves what would Rav Carmell say about this situation? 

May his memory be a source of blessing.   �����������	  
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The Stranger  

By A.S. Elchanan 

A short story rendered into English by Rav Aryeh Carmell, ����  

The young man was alone in the packed synagogue. They had been standing there all morning, wrapped in 
their talitot, eyes closed, swaying. Their expressions mirrored the awe of the day — the Day of Atonement. 
All were intent on their prayers to the Creator of the World; begging Him to grant life — a life worth living. 
Men and boys together, united in a prayer from the heart� 

He was alone. In that packed synagogue he felt lonely, isolated. The atmosphere of the synagogue was alien 
to his spirit. The prayers did not appeal to him. The voice of the chazzan and the responses of the 
congregation sounded to him like meaningless noises, grating on his ears. The all-pervading sense of 
seriousness disturbed him…annoyed him. The machzor in front of him failed to arouse in him the slightest 
interest. It was just boring. He felt like a stranger in their midst; alien to them and all that they stood for� 

He had wanted to stay at home this morning too, just as he had done for years. At home he would at least 
have felt comfortable. In his colorful room, surrounded by his familiar pictures, he could have sat back and 
read a book or a magazine. For some reason, he hadn’t stayed at home. He had come here. His feet seemed 
to have impelled him in this direction and had landed him on this bench at the back of the synagogue. He 
had already tried several times to get up and leave, to escape from this tense atmosphere, but somehow his 
legs had not obeyed him� 

Two hours had passed since he had arrived at the synagogue; two hours which seemed to him like two years. 
During this time he had managed to think about all the trips he would take during Sukkot. He had mentally 
visited and chatted with all his friends. He had thought of many things, important and unimportant, as his 
fancy took him. And now that the thoughts were finished, he wanted to go. But his legs" . 

A flash of anger came over him. This was ridiculous. How can my legs not do what I tell them? Am I going 
to allow these two lumps of flesh and bone to dictate to me what to do? Haven’t I got anything to say in the 
matter# Suddenly he sensed that it was, of course, not his legs but something inside him that was holding 
him here. Somewhere, deep down, there was a small flicker of will. It was this that had taken him out of his 
room and led him to this place of prayer and it was this that was keeping him here. A small living point in 
his conscience! A glimmer of volition$ 

He tried to listen to his inner self to find out whether he could hear these faint voices in the background of 
his being, but they were too weak to break through the wall of stubbornness and indifference that he had 
erected by his own actions. But he was not going to give in so easily. He tried again and again to catch 
something of that muffled voice that was calling him from his own self, from deep within his own heart$ 

The voice of the chazzan reverberated once again through the hollow spaces of the synagogue: “O, do not 
cast us out from Your presence; do not take Your holy spirit away from us!% 

“Your holy spirit…” His mind mocked the words. What holy spirit? Is there holy spirit in these people 
sitting next to me? And even if there is, what has it got to do with me? Then a flash of inspiration passed 
through his mind: “Your holy spirit”. Yes, that must be it! That must be the faint, almost inaudible voice 
within me that is trying to get through to me. 

Suddenly he felt himself crying out like the others, with emotion: “Don’t take Your holy spirit away from 
me! Oh, how small and faint is that holy spirit inside me… L-rd of the world, please don’t let this tiny light 
go out! G-d! Have mercy! Don’t take away the little that’s still left within me!% 

The voices in the synagogue were stilled. His voice too was still. But he was stirred, shocked. “Something 
has happened to me,” he thought to himself. “Something has been turned on.” Now he felt related to them 
all. He felt a great closeness to those round-about him. He was afraid to leave them even for a moment. Now 
he felt how they were helping him to raise himself out of his depths. The voices had changed their tone 
utterly: now they sounded sweet, harmonious, encouraging; the atmosphere had turned pleasant and 
soothing� �His darting eyes lighted on the machzor lying in front of him. As one who makes a great 
discovery, he began to turn its pages. He began to say prayers…prayers of the Day of Atonement� 
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Sinai in the Soul 
by Harry Marcell 

���������	
����
��������
���������
��������
���
������
�����
���������������

��
��������������������������
�����
����
�
�����
��
�
����	��������

�������������
���
��������
��������
���
������
�������
 �
��
��!������
���

������������������������ ��������!����" �

���
������!
�����
�����
������#
�	����
���
����������

��������
�������

�
�$���
���

���
������%����������
������&����
�
���
���
������%��	�'
�
�������
��������	�
��
�
���

���
�������
�������������
���
��
����
���
( ������
��$��
������
�����
����������
�
)
��

������
���
������
���������
�����
��
*����������������������+�����
���'��
�
�����
��
�)�
��
���	�����

��������
*���)�
�� �������
�������
�����
�
���

����#
��

����*��������
������,��
������
�����
����������	������
 
$������-�

.������	���� ����
��������
������
��
��������
���
������/�

'��
�����

����������
���
������������
��
(��������
����������������
�����.�0�

'��
����
���������
������
���
���
���������
���0�

'��
�����1222���
�
�
�
���
'��
������
�����������
������
�0�

'������3��)�
���
  ������������������
'��
���� ��������
��$��
$���
�������

'��
���������������������
����0�
����'�$
�����������
���)�
�����/�

'��
����
���������
������
���
���
���������
���0�

���������
�
�����
����	����
������
���������
4

�����
�52���$��������������

�����
������
�$�������� ���������� �������
,$����	����������
��������
������

6�������������������������
���
*��3���
������
�����3���$����������$����������

'��
����
���������
������
���
���
���������
���7 �

���������$�����

�
����

��������
����
�����������	��
��
����
���
����
��
����
�����

�����
�����&��	�������������8������
�����
	���$��������������������

�������
$�
������������
���
�	���"��
����������������
����������������"��

'��
����
���������
������
���
���
���������
���� �

To the Seeker 
by Rav Aryeh Carmell 
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Torah Im Derech Eretz — 

Rav Hirsch and Rav Dessler 

 

by Rabbi Aryeh Carmell 

We have been led to believe that there are two, and only two, possible approaches to the vexed question of 
Torah im Derech Eretz� 

The yeshiva world is said to believe that the lechatchila of Torah life — the optimal course to be adopted in 
all cases — is to devote oneself to full-time Torah learning for as long as humanly possible. To go out into 
the world and earn one’s living in a normal way is a course to be adopted only bedieved — when there is no 
other alternative. The Hirschian principle of Torah im Derech Eretz, which seems to encourage early entry 
into commerce or the professions, is seen as hora’at sha’ah — an extraordinary decision intended to meet 
special circumstances� 

The Hirschians, on the other hand, see the situation in precisely opposite terms. According to them, entry 
into commerce or the professions is a lechatchila of Torah life. An intensive education in both Torah and 
secular studies should enable young people to excel in their chosen occupation and become independent 
financially, while at the same time maintaining the highest standards of halachic behaviour and a regular 
schedule of Torah study. This is seen as the norm. The modern model which directs young people to devote 
their lives to Torah to the exclusion of all economic activity is seen by Hirschians as hora’at sha’ah� 

In reality, both these modes co-exist in Torah. The Hirschian approach is soundly based on the famous 
dictum of Rabban Gamliel III (3rd cent.) in the Mishna (Avot 2:3) from which the slogan “Torah im Derech 
Eretz” is taken& “The study of Torah goes well with earning a livelihood, for the effort required by both 
together puts sin out of one’s mind��  It is also firmly based in halacha. 

Rambam in Hilchot De’ot (“Laws of Behaviour”) expects every “sensible person” to provide himself with a 
livelihood before marriage (5:11), and gives him advice on how to arrange his business affairs on a sound 
economic basis (5:13). He should also eat properly and dress properly according to his means (5:10) and 
sleep eight hours every night (4:4)� 

Rambam’s severe strictures on one who prefers to learn all day and live on charity (Hilchot Talmud Torah 
3:10) are well known. On the whole, it would seem a sensible, soundly-based life style is recommended, in 
which Torah, mitzvot, and derech eretz are all given due attention� 

Side by side with this balanced, “normal” view, we find a completely different ideal. In the same Hilchot 
Talmud Torah (3:9), Rambam writes: “The words of the Torah are to be found only in one who...removes all 
desire for worldly pleasures from his mind; doing a little work each day, just sufficient for his needs — if he 
has nothing to eat — and learning Torah the rest of the day and night�% 

And a little later (3:13) he writes& “He who wants to acquire the crown of Torah must be careful not to lose 
any one of his nights in sleep, or in eating and drinking and conversation�” 

Gone is the prescription for the normal eight hours of sleep a night. Gone is the balanced lifestyle. Single-
minded pursuit of Torah is now the order of the day. Absent-mindedness for the normal concerns of life is 
considered praiseworthy. On the verse in Mishlei (5:19), “In her love (i.e., love of Torah) you shall be 
ravished always,” Rashi comments: “For love (of Torah) you shall make yourself absent-minded and foolish, 
forsaking your own affairs and running to (hear) a word of halacha” (Eruvin 54b). 

For example, in order to learn Torah, Rabbi Yohanan sold property which could have supported him in his 
old age (Shemot Rabba 47:5). And Rabbi Eliezer the Great, at the age of twenty-six, gave up a large 
inheritance and ran away from home to study Torah in Jerusalem at the yeshiva of Rabban Yohanan ben 
Zakkai, where he rose to unprecedented greatness� 
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The following ringing declaration comes from Rambam at the end of Hilchot Shemitta v’Yovel& 

Not only the tribe of Levi but any person in the world whose spirit prompts him and whose mind convinces 
him to separate himself to stand before God in order to serve Him...and who casts off the yoke of the many 
calculations pursued by other people1 — he is sanctified, Holy of Holies, and G-d will be his portion in all 
eternity, and will also grant him a sufficiency for his needs in this world� 

Here we have in the sources, side by side — the Hirschian way and the way of the yeshivot and kollelim of 
the present day: “These and those are the words of the living God.” But how to decide which way to adopt# 

An eminent contemporary Rabbi has suggested that each person should be guided by the custom of his 
family. But apart from the fact that this course is often not feasible in present circumstances, in the writer’s 
opinion that the decision must be made on a much deeper level� 

What did Rambam say? Let us listen to it again: “Whoever wants to acquire the crown of Torah...” “Anyone 
whose spirit prompts him and whose mind convinces him...” It must be an individual, personal decision, 
arrived at after much heart-searching and clarification� 

The Gemara (in Ta’anit 21a) relates an episode in the lives of two Amoraim, Ilfa and Rabbi Yohanan, in 
their student days in Eretz Yisrael. They were suffering such deprivation that they made up their minds to 
leave the yeshiva and go out to earn a living. After all, they said, earning one’s living is also a mitzva. They 
sat down to eat their lunch in a field, in the shade of a rickety wall. As they were eating Rabbi Yohanan 
heard two angels conversing. One said “Look at these two. They are leaving eternal life for the life of the 
moment. Let us push the wall over and do away with them.” The other replied, “No, leave them alone. One 
of them is destined for greatness.” Rabbi Yohanan said to himself, “Since I heard this and Ilfa didn’t, it must 
be meant for me.” Rabbi Yohanan went back to yeshiva, suffered, and eventually became Rosh Yeshiva and 
Gadol Hador. Ilfa went on to become a shipping merchant, but retained his greatness in Torah. His words are 
frequently quoted in both Talmudim.2 

Here we have the essence of the problem. Rabbi Yohanan listened to the inner voice of his spirit and chose 
to suffer at first in order to realise his full Torah potential. Ilfa did not blindly follow his colleague, but 
followed the mitzvah as he saw it. It is certainly a kiddush Hashem when the world sees that a successful 
businessman or professional can still be a fully observant Jew and a talmid chacham. On the other hand, 
along this road, one has reason to believe that one’s livelihood will be more secure. One may even hope to 
achieve a degree of affluence, which will, of course, be used to support Torah and one’s needier brethren. 
The road of “Torah only” is likely to involve a good deal of insecurity and financial difficulty. The rewards 
may be great, but they will be of a purely spiritual nature� 

Which road to follow must be the person’s own, genuine, inner choice.3 To adopt the “Torah only” life-
mode just “to follow the crowd,” without strong inner motivation, will not succeed. We must remember that 
Abaye begged his students “not to inherit two Gehinnoms” (Yoma 72b). If they were not sincere they would 
have one Gehinnom in this world, since learning Torah involves much effort and deprivation, and still face 
another Gehinnom in the other world, when they fail to reach the spiritual goal that beckoned to them here.4 

Young people are often enthusiastic for the more challenging lifestyle, while their parents insist on what 
they consider the more normal, safer road. The present writer well remembers the struggles Rabbi Dessler 
z.t.1. had with Orthodox parents in his endeavours to persuade them to allow their children to follow the 
other path. Sometimes he succeeded; sometimes he failed. His “failures” became outstanding examples of 
Torah im Derech Eretz. His “successes” all proceeded to occupy important and influential positions in the 
Torah world� 

Of course his “failures” were not really failures. A person who makes a genuine choice because “the spirit 
moves him” to serve God in this particular way, is without doubt pursuing a Torah ideal. Gedolim who 
consider the all-round needs of Klal Yisrael are fully aware of this. When Rabbi Y. Abramsky, the 
acknowledged head of yeshivot in Eretz Yisrael, heard that the son of one of his friends intended to become 
a doctor, he said “Good. We need more frum doctors in Eretz Yizrael�% 

Rabbi Dessler considered it a “failure” if any member of his kollel in Gateshead accepted any position other 
than direct involvement in a yeshiva or other Torah educational institution. The writer personally recalls the 
anguish he suffered when one of his talmidim, under pressure from his wife, accepted a responsible 
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communal position not directly connected with education. This must be attributed to the pressing needs of 
the immediate post-Holocaust period. (See the moving declaration in “And it came to pass after the 
destruction,” Strive for Truth!, Vol. I, p. 205.) Even after fifty years, post-Holocaust needs are still in the 
forefront of our concern. There can be no doubt that this partly accounts for the extraordinary emphasis on 
this derech in yeshivot all over the world. However, in America, Great Britain, and other countries, it is 
considered perfectly normal and acceptable if a ben Torah, after having learnt in yeshiva as many years as 
necessary to become a lamdan, then goes into business or a profession. There are many business 
partnerships in New York at the present time that enable each partner in turn to take off half days for 
learning. This might be called “delayed Torah im Derech Eretz” emerging at a higher level� 

The conclusion is, therefore, that there is no one Torah ideal to the exclusion of any other. Each is legitimate 
in the right circumstances and at the right time. Which to adopt at any given time must be an individual 
decision. It is a decision which must come from the heart, and at all costs it must be honest and sincere� 

___________________________ 

Notes 

1. This does not mean that one who opts for “Torah first” lives a type of quasi-monastic existence, oblivious of the 
affairs of this world. This would not be Torah Judaism. When Rambam writes “to separate himself... to serve 
God,” he does not mean “separate himself from the world;” but rather “separate himself from his selfish interests.” 
The mitzvot by which he serves his creator include looking after the needy and oppressed and taking up the cause 
of justice wherever necessary. They also include disseminating Torah and sanctifying God’s name in all his human 
contacts. The “calculations” referred to are, e.g., those that people normally make when they are thinking about 
their careers; such as: “If I study for so many years, I will get a salary of such an amount.” 

2. Although Ilfa knew more Torah than R. Yohanan, because of the time spent on his shipping activities he failed to 
attain the status of Rosh Yeshiva (see Ta’anit 21a and Rashi ib.) It may or may not be relevant that “Ilfa” in 
Aramaic means “ship%� 

3. It is also possible to guide a son to opt for this life-style, but only if he shows extraordinary natural propensities for 
this kind of life. This emerges from a discussion of a difficulty in the last Mishna of Kiddushin. First Rabbi Meir 
states that a father is obligated to teach his son a trade; otherwise it is as if he taught him banditry. Later in the 
Mishna, Rabbi Nehorai (who, according to Rambam, is Rabbi Meir by another name) declares: “I will leave all 
trades and teach my son only Torah.” What about the obligation to teach one’s son a trade? Some commentators 
answer that Rabbi Meir’s statement refers to ordinary people, while the son referred to in the second statement 
showed unusual alertness, smartness and desire for Torah-learning, so that he would certainly merit having his 
physical needs looked after by others (Pnei Yehoshua). Alternatively, he showed at an early age the exceptional 
faith and trust in God needed to carry him through this type of life successfully (Sefer Hamakneh). Here we have a 
clear statement of the nature of the two options� 

4. There are other pitfalls for the unwary. The Mishna on Torah im Derech Eretz, which we quoted above (Avot 2:2), 
continues with the words: “All Torah study without work will not last, and will lead to sin.” Rabbenu Yonah 
Girondi (13th Cent.), in his commentary on the Mishna, is quick to point out the sins that are likely to result. 
Poverty, he says, will lead one to accept gifts from all and sundry (in itself fatal), and this will lead to attempts to 
manipulate the donors. When gifts dry up, the person in his destitution will be compelled to resort to dishonesty, 
and this opens the floodgates to all the crimes mentioned in the Torah. According to the view presented in this 
article, all this applies to the person who chooses the path of Torah only for reasons of peer pressure or from some 
other external motivation, without possessing the love of Torah, the abundant faith, and the inner toughness 
needed to triumph over the many trials and difficulties which this path involves. Support can be found for this 
view in the commentary of Maharal on this Mishna� 

*******
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Stanley Goldfoot, ���  
Stanley Goldfoot was born in Johannesburg, South Africa. At the age of 18, he left for “Palestine” alone — 
without an entry permit — so he was shipped back to South Africa, where he was drafted into compulsory 
army service. 

At the first opportunity, he returned to Tel Aviv to open the first “School of English,” which gave him entry 
into British High Society and thereby the top echelon of the British Army. Outwardly, Stanley seemed an 
aristocratic British gentleman. 

He also had valuable “press cards,” being a legitimate journalist representing English and French news, so 
he was admitted everywhere. His one aim, however, was to work for Jewish independence against the 
British Mandatory powers. His heroic activities, involving great self-sacrifice, would fill an exciting book! 

In 1956, he made Aliyah legally, and built a beautiful house in the German Colony where he and Helen — 
apart from all their other meaningful activities — built and used a pottery and art studio to produce beautiful 
artifacts, mostly with a Jewish theme. 

Stanley published a newspaper, “The Times of Israel,” and a book, “The Revolution.” His love of Jerusalem 
and the Jewish People is shown in the following excerpt from “A Letter to the World from Jerusalem,” an 
editorial published in the Jerusalem Times in 1969. It is still highly relevant, considering the current political 
situation. 

��  
I am not a creature from another planet, as you seem to believe. I am a Jerusalemite — like yourselves, a 
man of flesh and blood. I am a citizen of my city, an integral part of my people.  

I have a few things to get off my chest. Because I am not a diplomat, I do not have to mince words. I do not 
have to please you or even persuade you; I owe you nothing. You did not build this city, you did not live in it, 
you did not defend it when they came to destroy it. 

There was a Jerusalem before there was a New York. When Berlin, Moscow, London, and Paris were 
miasmal forest and swamp, there was a thriving Jewish community here.  

Here the Prophets walked, their words flashing like forked lightning. Here a people, who wanted nothing 
more than to be left alone, fought off waves of heathen would-be conquerors, bled and died on the 
battlements, hurled themselves into the flames of their burning Temple rather than surrender and, when 
finally overwhelmed by sheer numbers and led away into captivity, swore that before they forgot Jerusalem, 
they would see their tongues cleave to their palates, their right arms wither. 

For two pain-filled millennia, while we were your unwelcome guests, we prayed daily to return to this city. 
Three times a day we petitioned the Almighty: “Gather us from the four corners of the world, bring us 
upright to our land, return in mercy to Jerusalem, Thy city, and dwell in it as Thou promised.” On every 
Yom Kippur and Passover, we fervently voiced the hope that next year would find us in Jerusalem. 

Your inquisitions, pogroms, expulsions, the ghettos into which you jammed us, your forced baptisms, your 
quota systems, your genteel anti-Semitism, and the final unspeakable “honor,” the Holocaust (and worse, 
your terrifying disinterest in it); all these have not broken us. They may have sapped what little moral 
strength you still possessed, but they forged us into steel. Do you think that you can break us now after all 
we have been through? Do you really believe that after Dachau and Auschwitz we are frightened by your 
threats of blockades and sanctions? We have been to Hell and back — a Hell of your making. What more 
could you possibly have in your arsenal that could scare us?  

I have watched this city bombarded twice by nations calling themselves civilized. In 1948, while you looked 
on apathetically, I saw women and children blown to smithereens, after we agreed to your request to 
internationalize the city. It was a deadly combination that did the job: British officers and Arab gunners. 
Then the savage sacking of the Old City — the willful slaughter, the wanton destruction of every synagogue 
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and religious school, the desecration of Jewish cemeteries, the sale by a ghoulish government of tombstones 
for building materials, for poultry runs, army camps, even latrines.  

And you never said a word.  

You never breathed the slightest protest when the Jordanians shut off the holiest of our places, the Western 
Wall, in violation of the pledges they had made after the war — a war they waged, incidentally, against the 
decision of the UN. Not a murmur came from you whenever the legionnaires in their spiked helmets casually 
opened fire upon our citizens from behind the walls. Your hearts bled when Berlin came under siege. You 
rushed your airlift to save the “gallant Berliners.” But you did not send one ounce of food when Jews 
starved in besieged Jerusalem. You thundered against the wall which the East Germans ran through the 
middle of the German capital –— but not one peep out of you about that other wall, the one that tore 
through the heart of Jerusalem. And when that same thing happened 20 years later, and the Arabs unleashed 
a savage, unprovoked bombardment of the Holy City again, did any of you do anything?  

In the Passover Haggadah, it is written: “And it is the same promise which helped our fathers and which 
aided us. For not only one tyrant has risen against us to destroy us, but in every generation wicked men have 
risen against us to destroy us. But the Holy One, Blessed be He, delivers us from their hands.” 

��  
Stanley attended some shiurim in the old Yeshiva building in 1984. He took them to heart, and became not 
only a regular attendee, but also a devoted friend. A few years later, at the age of 74, he took on the 
unbelievable task of building the new Yeshiva facilities in Har Nof from the ground up. 

Sadly, Stanley passed away on the 3rd of Kislev, 5767 (November 24, 2006), at the age of 91. His family and 
all his many friends not only mourn his passing, but remember with gratitude his devotion for the Land of 
Israel and the Jewish People. 

There are no words to express our gratitude and appreciation to Stanley Goldfoot, ��� , and his loyal and 
devoted wife, Helen. He dedicated his time, energy, and means for seven years, with all its attendant crises 
and manifold worries. The plaque in honor of his parents is engraved into the outside wall of the Yeshiva 
building (see the inside back cover of this Journal). 

The entire Yeshiva extends condolences to his wife and children. We will never forget his warm 
friendship, or the many years that he devoted his initiative, energy, and means to construct our 
beautiful building. 

 

Rabbi Yisroel Pesach Feinhandler, 
���
� , our Guest Speaker, is the Rabbi of the 
Romema community in Jerusalem. He is a lecturer in a yeshiva and heads a kollel for 
learning halacha. He also privately counsels families with marital and educational problems. 

He has published 35 books: Responsa, “Avney Yoshpeh,” “Priority in Prayer,” “Beloved 
Companions,” “Beloved Children,” “Beloved Neighbors,” “Precious Shabbos,” “Finding 
Your Spouse in 30 Days.” 

Each year, he lectures across the U.S.A. and South Africa. He is also a radio personality and 
was, for some five years, on Israel radio hosting a live talk show that dealt with marriage 
and educational problems. 

We are grateful to Rabbi Feinhandler for agreeing to be our Guest Speaker. 
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A Message From Cantor Sidney Selig, Co-Chairman of the Yeshiva 

' n April 21st ( 
��	��� ), we lost a wonderful man with the greatest ��()�  and *�+,���(
�)- , our very dear friend 
Asher Hirsch, ���������������.��������
��� . We were privileged to be together with him during his last �,� . 

He was the first person to introduce me to Rav Horovitz, the Rosh Yeshiva, who persuaded me to become 
involved with Yeshivat Dvar Yerushalayim, and the wonderful work they are doing of being mekarev people 
to Yiddishkeit. We would like to honor the memory of Asher Hirsch at Yeshivat Dvar Yerushalayim, which 
was so dear to his heart. 

The aim of the Yeshiva is to draw Jews from many countries to become unified through the bond of Torah, 
in Jerusalem. To symbolize this, twelve artistically-designed window of the Twelve Tribes cover the 
Yeshiva entrance. We would like you to join us in dedicating the window of the Tribe of Asher in his 
memory (see the back cover). 

A Tribute to Cantor Sidney (Yissokhor) Selig 
By Rev. Asher Hirsch, ���� , On the occasion of the 25th anniversary celebration 

of Cantor Selig’s cantorate at the Congregation Ohav Sholaun 

Yissokhor could be divided into two words — Yesh Sokhor — meaning “he has credit for remuneration.” 
Yes, my friends, it is not only to Cantor Selig’s credit that this evening’s festivities are as successful as they 
turned out to be. Even though his name is neither Avrohom or Yitzchok, your Guest of Honor possesses the 
good qualities of both of these patriarchs — the chesed, the acts of loving kindness which exemplify 
Abraham, and the qualities of sacrifice attributed to Isaac. 

No matter what your Guest of Honor does, be it the daily morning minyan in the synagogue for which he 
picks up four men to make sure there is a minyan; be it in his contacts with the members in his capacity as 
executive director; be it his conducting Shabbos or Yomim Tovim services, or conducting ovel house 
minyanim; it is always done with these extra ingredients of chesed, loving kindness, and/or sacrifice. 

Have you ever heard a bad word about anyone coming from the lips of Cantor Selig? If I were a betting man, 
I could practically bet that he took the position of cantor in your congregation 25 years ago to remind 
himself of the 12th Mishna in the first perek of the “Ethics of Our Fathers,” where Hillel says: “Hevay 
nitalmeedov shel Aharon, ohayv Sholom v’rodayf Sholom, ohayv es hab’ree’os oom’korvon laTorah”— “Be 
among the disciples of Aharon, loving peace and pursuing peace; be one who loves his fellow man and 
draws him near to Torah.” 

The very same qualities of loving-kindness and sacrifice with which he functions for Congregation Ohav 
Sholaum, he puts to good use for Shaare Zedek. Be it as Director of the New York region of the hospital’s 
American Committee; be it as Journal Co-Chairman in charge of the Collective Ads for the hospital’s 
biggest fund-raising function; be it as a member of the Concert Executive Committee; or in charge of 
greeting cards in the Washington Heights – Inwood area; the two qualities of chesed, loving kindness, and 
sacrifice are always connected with his work. And, in his activities for Shaare Zedek, Ahavas Shalom, his 
love for peace reminds him constantly of his beloved Congregation Ohav Sholaum.���

Rav & Mrs. Horovitz, the Rabbanim, Staff, Students, and Committee of the Yeshiva join in this 
tribute to the memory of  

��������������������	��
���
����
��
We extend our condolences to his wife, son,daughter, brother and all the family. 

He visited the Yeshiva when his son, ��� , was studying there. When he came to settle in 
Jerusalem, he joined our Committee and founded a ����.�/*�  for our *�+�)
� . He encouraged 

others to help the Yeshiva, such as Cantor Selig. 

He was a model of dedication to +,�(���(� , led a life of ���(+/� , and was ��.��(,��
�/)���� . 

����
���������
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The Eternal Covenant by Avrohom Maslo  (opposite page) -----------------------------------------------  65 
Jewish Studies Magazine The Magazine of the Teshuva Movement-------------------------------------  10 
So Much To Say – The Life of Bart Stern by Z. Stern -----------------------------------------------------  30 
Light To The Nations (also in Russian, German, French, and Spanish), Eternal Jewish Home, 
Guide For Jewish Marriage, The Yeshiva World, Zion Today, and others. 
All books by Rav Joel Schwartz (in English and Hebrew) ------------------------------------------------  20 
Guide to The Mourner and Un Guide Pour L`Endeuille by Rabbi B. Horovitz -------------------------- 2 
Index to Mitzvot – A Guide to the Jewish Way of Life, by Rabbi Dr. E. Munk -------------------------- 4 
Window on Mount Zion – A Story of Faith by Pauline Rose ---------------------------------------------- 2 
Audio Cassettes of Shiurim 
by Rabbi A. Carmel �0� , and Rav B. Horovitz (English),  Rav Y. Schwartz (Hebrew) ---------------  10 
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Edited by Zeev Breier 
(Alumnus of Dvar Yerushalayim) 

Authentic Stories of Personal Miracles 
from those who 

Survived the Twin Towers 
Book also available now in Hebrew 

For Orders, call 02-538-8867 

All Money from Sale of this book 

Dedicated to Hatzolah! 

Great gift for family and friends. 
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The following Windows are still available: 
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This window is being dedicated in memory of Rav Asher Hirsch, zt”l 

through the efforts of our devoted friend, Cantor Sidney Selig. 
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Please become partners with us in our critical mission. 
Take a moment of your time to send your donation to: 

Yeshivat Dvar Yerushalayim, P.O. Box 34580, Jerusalem 91053 
Or by online donation form at www.dvar.org.il/donations.htm 

 


